
  



 

1 
 

 

Information about the theatre 
 

 

 

 

 

The play is being performed at 

Mayflower Theatre in 

Southampton. The theatre is 

on a busy main road. The front 

of the theatre looks like this. 

This is the entrance to the 

theatre. It may be quite 

crowded with other people that 

are also seeing the play. You 

might have to wait in a queue. 

This is the Box Office. This is 

where you might need to 

collect your tickets from 

before you go into the foyer 

(the area at the front of the 

building). 
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In the foyer you can buy a 

programme if you would like 

to. The programme will tell 

you about the play and about 

who the actors are. 

Your tickets will look like 

this. They will tell you 

where your seat is. 

The foyer can become quite 

crowded with other people 

that are seeing the play. 
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If you are sitting in the stalls 

there is a bar called the 

Footlights bar. It is open before 

the show and in the interval. 

 

 

 

There is a bar selling drinks 

and snacks.  

If you are sat in the stalls you 

will go downstairs. If you are 

sat in the circle you will go 

upstairs. 
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If you are sitting in the circle 

there is a bar here as well. It is 

also open before the show and 

in the interval. 

 

 

 

There are signs all around the 

building that will help you to 

find where you are sitting. 

 

 

 

 
 

If you are unsure you can ask 
a member of staff who will help 
direct you to the area where 
your seat is. 
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The auditorium is the part of the theatre where the audience sit 
when they are watching the play. 
 

The auditorium is very big. All 
the seats face the stage. This 
is the area called the stalls. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
There will be ushers around 
to show you to your seat. 
There are numbers on each 
seat which will match your 
ticket.  

 

 

 

 

If you have any additional questions, or if you would like to 

discuss your specific requirements, please contact the Relaxed 

Performance booking line on 02380 711813 or email 

access@mayflower.org.uk. 

 

  

This is the area called  
the circle. It is quite high. 
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General Information about the play 

 

How long does the play last?  

 
The play is performed in two acts, with a break (called the 

‘interval’) in the middle.  

Act 1: 70 minutes 

Interval: 20 minutes 

Act 2: 70 minutes 

 

In total, it will be 2 hours and 40 minutes long. This is an 

approximate time which means that sometimes the play is a 

little longer or a little shorter because it is live. 

 

Age Recommendation 

Please note that the National Theatre recommends attendees 

be aged 10+ for this production. Infants in arms or children 

below the age of 6 will not be admitted. The performance has 

some bad language, adult themes and content, including war 

and death and has moments of high tension and battle scenes. 
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What is the play about? 

At the outbreak of World War One, Joey, young Albert’s 

beloved horse, is sold to the Cavalry and shipped to France. 

He’s soon caught up in enemy fire, and fate takes him on an 

extraordinary journey, serving on both sides before finding 

himself alone in no man’s land. Albert, who remained on his 

parents’ Devon farm, cannot forget Joey. Though still not old 

enough to enlist he embarks on a treacherous mission to find 

him and bring him home. 

 

Based on the novel by Michael Morpurgo, this powerfully 

moving and imaginative drama, filled with stirring music and 

songs, is a show of phenomenal inventiveness. At its heart are 

astonishing life-sized horses by South Africa’s Handspring 

Puppet Company, who bring breathing, galloping, charging 

horses to thrilling life on stage. 
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What will the play look like? 

Parts of the play are set during a war 

and there are gunshots and battle 

scenes, which can be quite loud. 

Some of the characters are badly 

wounded and some are shot and die, 

which might be upsetting.  

During the war scenes there are 

characters who are British, German 

and French. Sometimes when a 

British soldier is speaking to a 

French character, or a German is 

speaking to a British soldier, they don’t understand each other. 

This is because in the world of the play they are speaking their 

own language, even though the audience hears them speak 

English.  

There is a screen across the 

back of the stage that has 

projections on throughout the 

play. These projections are all 

different and include soldiers, 

battlefields, and countryside. 
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Some parts of the set are simple outlines used to represent 

something else. For example, the door and window to the 

Narracott’s house are just outlines, or when the villagers hold 

sticks to represent Joey’s stable. 

 

 

There is a lot of singing in the play and there are some musical 

instruments played on stage, including an accordion. The 

actors move around the stage with the instruments and this can 

be quite loud. 

 

 



 

10 
 

 

Some adjustments have been made to the sound levels for the 

Relaxed Performance. However, it still can be quite noisy. 

 

Some of the actors are adults 

playing characters that are 

children.   

 

 

 

 

It may be a different actor playing the character than is pictured 

in this Visual Story because some of the roles are on a rotation. 

 

If you would like some time out from the auditorium, you can go 

to the foyer and bar areas, where there is a relaxed area. There 

will also be a television screen here showing the play. 
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Characters in the play 

 

This is Albert Narracott, who is 

the main character in the play. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                  

This is Ted Narracott, 

Albert’s father. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This is Rose Narracott, Albert’s 

mother. 
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This is Joey, Albert’s horse. 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is Joey as a foal (a young 

horse). 
 

 
 

This is Arthur Narracott, who is Ted’s 

brother and Albert’s uncle. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This is Billy Narracott, who is 

Arthur’s son and Albert’s cousin. 
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This is Captain Nicholls. He is the 

captain who rides Joey the horse 

during the war. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This is Topthorn, who is a horse  

that works with Joey during the war. 

In this picture we can see the 

horse, which is a puppet and also 

three puppeteers (someone who 

moves the puppet so it looks like it 

is alive). There are two puppeteers 

inside the horse and one outside. 
 
 
 
 

This is the goose who lives on 

the Narracotts’ farm. In this 

picture we can see the goose, 

which is a puppet and a 

puppeteer. 
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This is the Songman, who sings 

throughout the play. The 

Songman is similar to a narrator – 

he doesn’t really interact with the 

rest of the cast and sings to the 

audience to let you know what’s 

going on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is Friedrich Müller, a German 

soldier who looks after Joey and 

Topthorn during the war. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is Emilie, a French girl who 

looks after Joey and Topthorn with 

Friedrich Müller. 
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There are lots of other actors in this  

play who are part of the ensemble. 

The ‘ensemble’ means a group of 

actors in a play who play lots of 

small characters but not a main 

character. They play many different 

characters throughout the show, 

including villagers and soldiers. 
 
 

Soldiers in the play    Villagers in the play 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What happens in the play 

The play begins in 1912 in a place called Devon in England. A 

man called Captain Nicholls is drawing a picture of a foal (a 

young horse). The foal is being sold at an auction (a 

marketplace where people buy different things).  
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Two brothers, Ted Narracott and Arthur Narracott, who are 

enemies, both want to buy the foal for their sons. Ted buys the 

foal using the mortgage money (for the family’s house) and his 

son, Albert, and wife, Rose, are angry and think the foal is a 

waste of money because the foal is a riding horse, not a farm 

horse. They decide that Albert must train the foal to behave as 

he grows into a horse that he can work on the farm. Then they 

can sell the horse and get their money back. Albert calls the 

horse Joey and teaches him a special whistle so that they will 

always be able to find each other. We hear the Songman 

singing as we watch Albert train Joey and he grows up into an 

adult horse.  
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The next part of the play is set two years later in 1914, when 

there is a war (WWI). Joey has grown up and Albert has trained 

him so well that Albert’s uncle, Arthur, and his son Billy decide 

that they want Joey for themselves. Arthur invites his brother 

Ted to the pub, intending to trick him into giving him Joey. 

 

Later that night, Ted tries to put a collar on Joey and when Joey 

won’t wear it, Ted whips him. Joey kicks out but Albert helps 

him and sings a calming song. Ted says that he has bet Arthur 

39 guineas (old fashioned money) that Joey can plough in only 

seven days. 
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Ploughing means Joey will wear a collar around his neck and 

pull a plough through the fields. If Joey doesn’t plough then 

Arthur gets to keep him. Albert is angry but says he will teach 

Joey to plough and asks to keep him when his father wins the 

bet. 

 

As the Songman sings a ploughing song, Albert tries to teach 

Joey to plough. Joey finds it difficult to learn how to plough 

because he is not a farm horse. 

 

The day of the ploughing arrives. Albert and Billy argue as the 

competition is set up. Joey successfully pulls the plough, so 

Ted Narracott wins his bet and Albert and the people who live 

in the village celebrate. The ringing of church bells stops the 

celebration and Auctioneer Carter announces that a war with 

Germany has begun. 

 
Sergeant Carter is enlisting men (which means signing men up 

to join the army) and offering money for horses to take to the 

war. Ted wants to make some money and sells Joey to 

Sergeant Carter. Albert is upset and angry when he discovers 

what his father has done, and offers to join the army to be with 
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Joey. But Albert is only 16, which is too young to join the army 

so he is not allowed to enlist. Captain Nicholls tells Albert that 

Joey will be his horse and promises that he will look after Joey. 

 

Albert says goodbye to Joey and promises that they will be 

together again. Arthur gives Billy, his son who is going to war, 

his grandfather’s knife, to bring him luck. 

 

Albert wants his parents to promise to keep the £100 that they 

made from selling Joey, to make sure they can afford to buy 

Joey back when the war is over. 

 

Captain Nicholls has been promoted to Major and he trains 

horses for the war with his friend Captain Stewart. Captain 

Stewart fires a pistol near Joey’s head, and Joey quickly learns 

not to be afraid of the gunshots. They find out they are being 

sent to France in the morning. Major Nicholls and Captain 

Stewart discuss their horses, Joey and Topthorn, and wonder 

how they will get on. They let the two horses out into the 

paddock together to get to know one another and they fight. 

Topthorn wins, which means he is the dominant horse. 
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The soldiers and horses board a ship for Calais, France, to join 

the war and they see badly wounded soldiers, which upsets 

them. Major Nicholls runs through the signals that mean ‘stop’ 

and ‘enemy spotted’ with the group of soldiers. Later, they spot 

enemy soldiers and they draw their swords. Just as they are 

ready to charge, machine gun fire breaks out; they have been 

ambushed and Major Nicholls is blown off his horse and killed. 

 

Back in Devon, on Christmas Day, Arthur brings a parcel for 

Albert from Major Nicholls, which contains a sketchbook full of 

drawings of him and Joey. Rose tells Albert that Major Nicholls 

has been killed in action and he realises that Major Nicholls 

must have been riding Joey and worries Joey is dead. 

 

Albert decides to go to war and leaves with a picture of Joey 

torn from the sketchbook. 

 

Back in France, Captain Stewart tells Billy Narracott to ride 

Joey in another battle amid shells and machine gun fire. Horses 

scream as they run into the barbed wire, but Joey and Topthorn 

keep going and try to jump the wire. 

 
INTERVAL 
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The second half of the play opens in Calais, France, in March 

1915. The war continues and Albert has joined the army as part 

of a group called the yeomanry but is moved to another group 

called the infantry. Albert is upset as he had hoped to find Joey 

in the yeomanry and shows the Sergeant Major Nicholls’ sketch 

of Joey the horse.  

 

On a farm in France (owned by a French woman called 

Paulette) Captain Stewart and Billy have been taken captive by 

German soldiers. The German soldiers need to turn the farm 

into a hospital. When the prisoners are searched, Billy’s knife is 

found, and when he struggles to retrieve it, Klausen shoots him 

and he is killed. Joey and Topthorn are brought on to the stage, 

and Friedrich asks their names and tells them they will now join 

the German cavalry. Topthorn reminds Friedrich of his own 

horse, Siegfried, who was killed.  

 

Albert and his new friend, David, have been cut off from the 

other soldiers after a battle and they keep hearing distant 

horses, reminding Albert of Joey. A German soldier surprises 

them and Albert shoots him. Albert and David run away. 
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At Paulette’s farm, her daughter Emilie finds some chocolate in 

the pocket of a dead soldier. She hides when she hears 

Friedrich coming with the horses; he is shocked to find 

everyone else has been killed. Friedrich tries to shoot Emilie, 

not realising she is a little girl, but he misses. Friedrich explains  

that she reminds him of his own daughter, Gisa. Friedrich 

wants to go home to see Gisa so he decides to put on the 

ambulance orderly’s uniform and stay with the horses. When 

Paulette sees this, she is terrified and tells Emilie to go back in 

the house. More German soldiers arrive and ask the disguised 

Friedrich where Dr Schweyk and Captain Friedrich Müller are. 

He says that they are dead and Friedrich, Joey and Topthorn 

are ordered to help at the hospital.  
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Back in Devon in August 1915, Rose has received a letter from 

Albert, which says that he is sorry for running away and he is 

still looking for Joey. As Rose reads the letter, the Songman 

sings of the changing years, Emilie and Friedrich look after the 

horses, and in another part of the countryside, Albert and David 

are out on patrol. 

 

Back on Paulette’s farm, Friedrich and Emilie look after Joey 

and Topthorn but the fighting gets closer and Paulette becomes 

scared. She wants to take Emilie away from danger and asks 

Friedrich to come with them and bring Joey and Topthorn. As 

they leave, an explosion destroys Paulette’s farmhouse.  

 

Away from the battlefield, Klausen leads on two exhausted 

horses, Coco and Heine, pulling a huge gun. Friedrich 

recognises Klausen and knows he is dangerous. Emilie calls 

out Friedrich’s name which gives them away. Klausen realises 

the ambulance orderly is really Friedrich and Friedrich realises 

that Joey and Topthorn will now have to help pull the gun. 

Emilie and Paulette run away, while Joey and Topthorn must 

pull the gun. 
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Albert and his regiment go ‘over the top’, which means to go 

out into the battlefield. The soldiers are scared and start singing 

as bombs start exploding around them. David is killed by one of 

the bombs and Albert runs away from danger. He is very upset. 

 

Joey and Topthorn are pulling the big gun, but the other two 

horses are close to death and are abandoned (left behind).  

 

Sergeant Fine is patrolling with Albert. Albert thinks he sees 

one of the ‘dead’ horses twitch and the group react with alarm 

when they see someone approaching. It is Emilie, who says 

that she has lost her horse. The Sergeant orders Albert to take 

her to the army headquarters to ask her questions and find out 

what she knows. Albert uses his sword to kill the horse 

because it is in lots of pain and can’t be saved. 

 

Albert realises that there is no hope that Joey can still be alive 

and throws down his picture of Joey. A cylinder of mustard gas 

lands in front of them.  

 

Emilie runs away while Albert stumbles around because he is 

temporarily blinded by the gas and cannot see. 
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Joey and Topthorn are allowed to rest from the pulling the gun. 

Friedrich and Klausen talk about the war, which has been going 

on for four years. Friedrich talks to a German soldier about the 

horses.  

 

Topthorn is unwell and he collapses and dies. A frightening 

sound is heard getting closer and closer and a British tank 

appears. Friedrich tries to take Joey away but Joey won’t leave 

Topthorn. Friedrich stands between the horses and the tank 

and he is killed. Joey is forced to leave and he gallops and 

gallops, but runs into barbed wire. He is in No Man’s Land, an 

area of land which is between the people on the two sides of 

the war. 

 

A British and German soldier see Joey moving in No Man’s 

Land and they both want to go and help him. Both men go to 

help Joey and they wave white flags, which means ‘don’t 

shoot.’ Together they help Joey out of the wire and toss a coin 

to decide which side will take him and the British solider, called 

Geordie, wins. 
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Albert is in a hospital and has been blinded by the gas, but is 

told he will be able to see again. Geordie and Sergeant 

Thunder lead Joey and Veterinary Officer Martin inspects him. 

He says he must have been a fine animal once. 

 

Sergeant Thunder recognises Albert. The vet prepares to shoot 

Joey because there are no people with time to help Joey to get 

better from his war injuries. The nurse tells Albert about the sick 

horse and Albert tells the nurse about his horse.  
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Albert does the special whistle that he taught Joey and Joey 

reacts. Albert continues to talk about Joey, not realising how 

close he is. The vet protests that Albert is upsetting the horse, 

but Sergeant Thunder realises this must be Albert’s horse and 

stops the vet shooting Joey. 

 

Finally, Albert and Joey are reunited. 

 

A bell chimes, which means that the war has ended. The 

Songman sings a song and everyone joins in as Albert and 

Joey finally return to Devon, where Albert is reunited with Ted 

and Rose. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
All photos of production by: Brinkhoff/Mögenburg 


